
 

The two words that send dread through any couple - guest list. I’m not going to lie- this is the part about wedding 
planning that i hated more than anything else. first and foremost - good luck!!! 
 
What i think is always a good thing is to go with a venue that has a certain amount of capacity around the figure 
that you are thinking. Not only will this be a great excuse for not inviting people, this will actually also help you 
keep your numbers in check, when your second cousin twice removed is asking to take their new girlfriend of two 
weeks along. 
 
1.First things first - immediate family. 
Phew - that was easy! 
 
2. Distant family - this is where the fun starts 
My theory is that if you don’t actually have much of a relationship with these people it’s okay to leave them off. 
(especially if you haven’t seen them in 3 years and they live around the corner.) Otherwise ask yourself - would i be 
invited to this person’s wedding? Remember - this is where it is useful to draw the ‘limited space’ card. Of course this 
only helps if your immediate family is supportive of you leaving certain family off the list. 
 
3. Friends - so simple, right? 
I think it’s always a bit easier to know who your closest circle is. I think it’s also really helpful to ask yourself if its 
likely they will still be in your social circle in a few years or even ten years time. Also - do you invite someone if 
your partner has never met them? In theory that can be a good guide - ie if both ppl have not met the person yet, they 
aren’t on the list. However, in reality This didn’t work for us! 
 
4. Work colleagues 
If you have worked with people for a long time, these people can pretty much be like your family. If not, i think it’s 
reasonable to invite very close colleagues only, or those who you have worked with for a significant amount of 
time. I dare say that newer work colleagues would be the least likely to get offended if they are left off the list. 
 
5. Plus ones - oh the great memories are just flooding back!! 
I think unless they are very close friends it’s appropriate to not invite partners unless they are in a long-term 
relationship or are married. I think in some instances too, it’s ok to not add a plus one (i.e. work colleagues) also, 
when you are trying to keep within a space limit or budget the plus ones can make or break you. 100 guests plus one 
each is a whole other ballgame. 



 

 
6. Family friends 
Chat to your parents about this. (again space limitations can be helpful) 
 
7. Kids 
This one is really between you and your partner. We decided to only have our nieces and nephews, and that was 
completely fine by our other guests who had kids. Most parents love a night out without kids. They will most likely 
thank you for it. 
 
Some helpful tips - 
Never invite anyone verbally. 
Ideally keep it fair with numbers between families. This was definitely not the case with us (a lot of my friends and 
family are overseas) but in hindsight i think it does make a lot of sense to do this. 
Include yourself in the count! (honestly, this is easy to forget!) 
If you are confronted re not getting an invite - reply with ‘unfortunately we would love to invite everyone but we 
are limited by space, or are already over budget!’ or- we are having a very intimate wedding with close friends only. 
If you can’t decide if you should invite someone, you probably shouldn’t 
Keep a spreadsheet of names, numbers, dietary requirements and addresses. Make sure to print address labels twice 
(useful for thank you cards too) 
Remember some people won’t be able to make it (factor in around 10%, but don’t rely on it) 
Be realistic - the guest list requires negotiation and compromise, and it’s tricky for everyone. Also, regardless of 
numbers there will probably always be some people who can’t make the cut.  
Expect a few people to rsvp and not show up on the night (yes, after you’ve paid) 
If all else fails, elope. 
 
 
 


