
   

 
CHECKLIST 

Remember, this is a guide only. You may not want to do half of these things, and that’s completely fine. In fact, 
you may decide to elope on a whim and avoid this all together (you legends)! 

  
Soon after getting engaged 
  
  ▢  Decide what kind of wedding you are having (i.e. Elopement, Destination Wedding, Church Wedding etc.) 
  
  ▢  Set a date (send out a Save the Date as early as possible if you are having a destination wedding.) 
  
  ▢  Set a budget (make sure to add at least 20 percent contingency.) 
  
   ▢  Hire a wedding planner (highly recommended if neither you or your partner are overly organised and/or 
don’t want to spend a lot of time organising) 
  
  ▢   Decide on a Venue (good luck!) 
  
  ▢   Hire a photographer (make sure to check out their website, and Instagram. If you can, meet them in person also. 
Your photographer has to be someone you trust and whose style you love. It helps to go with someone you feel 
comfortable with too.) 
  
  ▢   Hire a celebrant (again, make sure you gel with them. It will make all the difference. They will be there for the 
most meaningful part of the day. Choose someone who will write a ceremony that is personal and ‘you’.) 
  
   ▢  Hire a videographer. (optional, however most people regret if they don’t have one or end up with a poor quality 
one. If there is a particular style of video you are after, let your videographer know and chat about it before the 
event.) 
  
   ▢  Choose a florist, makeup artist, hair stylist, caterers, DJ or Band, fashion stylist (definitely The Anti-Bride) 
Wedding Stylist etc. (you have a little bit of time, but if you are set on someone in particular it’s best to get in 
early.) you may not want to hire any of these vendors, and have friends help you on the day - and that’s completely 
fine. 



   

  
   ▢ Book flights and accommodation (if eloping or doing a destination wedding) 
  
 
6 – 7 months out from your wedding 
  
  ▢   Decide roughly on what style of wedding you are having. (Don’t get too worried about fitting into a box, it’s 
more about trying to decide whether it’s casual, formal etc.) 
  
   ▢  Start looking at wedding outfits – and ideally purchase your outfit. (if you either want to buy something made 
to order, or do this is a little sooner if you want to get something custom made. Be open minded and try on as 
many silhouettes and styles as you can over the course of a few weeks. Forget trends and find something that is ‘you’. 
There is a good chance that you end up falling in love with something completely different to what you expected.) 
  
   ▢  Buy rings, if you are having wedding rings. 
  
   ▢  Try to figure out the guest list and make sure to collect all the addresses on a spreadsheet (again, good luck with 
this one!!) 
  
   ▢  Make your Invitations and Thank you Cards (as well as Save The Dates or decide where you will get your 
invitations from.) 
  
 
4 months out from your wedding 
  
   ▢  Buy shoes and accessories for your wedding outfit/s. (including a veil if needed.) 
  
   ▢  Send out Save The Dates (optional) 
  
   ▢  Check that your passports are valid (especially important for destination weddings and if you’re having your 
honeymoon straight after the wedding.) 
  
   ▢  Get onto your wedding paper work (your celebrant will help you with timelines for this.) 



   

  
 6 weeks out from your wedding 
  
   ▢  Send out invitations 
  
   ▢  Write your personal vows, if you have decided to do them (I personally left these until the night before, but do 
as I say not as I do.) 
  
   ▢  Book in for alterations if need be (make sure to have your shoes with you.) 
  
   ▢  Have a hair and makeup trial. 
  
   ▢  Try the food at your venue and try to decide on your menu. (Print menus if needed.) 
  
  ▢   Book in facials, hair appointments etc, if you have not done so already. 
  
   ▢  Buy a handheld clothing steamer (trust me.) 
  
  
 
4 weeks out from your wedding 
  
  ▢  Chase up any guests who have not RSVP’d. 
  
  ▢   Put together an Emergency Kit to have at your wedding (include safety pins, baby or face wipes, breath mints, 
tissues, nipple covers, a hair dryer, nail file, paracetamol, deodorant, a mirror, needle and thread etc.) 
  
 
2 weeks out from your wedding 
  
  ▢   Pay invoices and confirm final details with your vendors. 
  



   

   ▢  Have a dress rehearsal at home and make sure you have everything! (Make sure to wear in your shoes at home for a 
few days too!)  
   ▢  Write a list of everything you need and pack for your elopement, destination wedding or honeymoon. (Put 
everything you are wearing for your outfit directly into your suitcase. Don’t forget to pack an invitation to use in 
your flat lay detail shots.) 
  
The week of your wedding 
  
   ▢  Get your nails done (go for gels if you can – they don’t budge.) 
  
  ▢  Get a massage (damn I wish I did this!) 
  
   ▢  Breathe 
  
 
 The night before your wedding 
  
  ▢   Wash and blow-dry your hair (don’t add any products) 
  
   ▢  Exfoliate your face 
  
  
The day of your wedding 
  
   ▢   Hair and Makup 
 
   ▢  Don’t sweat the small stuff 
  
   ▢  BREATHE 
 
  ▢  GET MARRIED AND ENJOY EVERY MOMEnt! 
 


