
 

If you’re organising your wedding invite (or are wondering what on earth to wear to someone else’s) here is a 
straightforward guide to dress codes - starting at most formal down to most casual. Now remember, if you’re based in 
australia there is a good chance that your guests will wear a code that’s about 2 rows below. I recently went to a black 
tie wedding (dressed in a black-tie gown) only to realise that most women were wearing cocktail dresses. So, keep this 
in mind when you select a dress code for your own wedding - Or, make sure to add *strictly … on your invite. :) 

 

White tie (I.e. extremely formal) 

This is the most formal code and indicates suits with tails, pants with a satin band down the sides and white bow ties or 
floor length formal gowns (with gloves). This dress code applies to highly formal events, and i dare say should be one 
that’s strictly adhered to. 

 

BLAck TIE (very formal with black bow tie ) 

Black tie literally means black bow tie  with a white tuxedo shirt. (this doesn’t include floral shirts, colourful bow ties, 
ties etc.) Or it means a floor length gown (usually something that is quite sophisticated). Black tie is probably not the 
time to wear a summery cocktail or mini dress. 

 

BLACK-TIE OPTIONAL ( I.E. FORMAL) 

Essentially this means a black tie and tux shirt would be amazing, but you aren’t expected to go out and buy or rent 
something for the occasion, if you don’t already have one. With dresses, again it’s a little more relaxed. dresses can be 
floor length however cocktail dresses are fine too, if you don’t already have something suitable..  

 

Formal (i.e.formal) 

Essentially this code is somewhere between black-tie and cocktail. It is very similar to black-tie optional without 
necessarily confusing guests by saying black-tie optional :) 

 



 

 

 

Lounge suit (i.E. SEMI- FORMAL, BUT SLIGHTLY MORE FORMAL THAN COCKTAIL - typically applies to a daytime wedding) 

This dress code is mostly aimed at a daytime wedding - so more casual than a black-tie optional event and a little bit 
more flexible in terms of styles of suits and gowns. Daytime dresses are fine (and expected) as are suits that are a little 
more casual and colourful.  

 

Cocktail (i.e. Semi-Formal) 

This is essentially a step above smart casual. In a strict sense cocktail means cocktail length dresses only (with nothing 
shorter or longer). Traditionally for an evening cocktail party darker (navy or charcoal) suits are expected, whereas a 
daytime cocktail party is a little more relaxed with patterns and colours (more similar to a lounge suit) 

 

Smart casual (i.e. InFORMAL) 

The most relaxed dress code, smart casual allows for short dress (i.e. the LBD), summer/daytime dresses or even blazers, 
pants and heels. Essentially it means nothing too ‘smart’ (formal) and nothing too casual. I.e.dark jeans and a blazer 
would be ok, but sneakers are not. 

 

Remember, putting a dress code on your invitation is completely optional. However, if it is really important to you that 
everyone (or at least most guests) adhere to the dress code, make sure to write *strictly on your invitations. 

 


